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Welcome to our second newsletter for Friends and 
supporters of the Family Centre. As you read this, 
we will be coming to the end of our first three 
years of operation as a community run charity. It is 
a great achievement for everyone concerned that the centre is not only 
continuing to provide its core services but has also been able to expand its 
activities to include more special groups and support for all the families with 
young children in our area. Amy Spicer and her team have worked incredibly 
hard to make this happen and the trustees are delighted with the progress we 
have made. This newsletter gives you an update on our services and some of 
the new projects that have started or are being planned.  
Stay & Play – record attendance! 
Our stay and play sessions in Thame 
on a Wednesday and Friday and in 
Chinnor on a Monday are at the heart 
of what we do. Each week the staff 
plan and lay out a series of stimulating 
activities for the children, quite often 
focused on a theme. Staff, parents and 
children then work together to ensure 
that everyone feels included and 
enjoys having a go at the range of 
activities on offer. Whether you like getting your hands messy, building 
something, cutting out, colouring or making dinner in the mud kitchen there 
are opportunities to suit everyone. We hope that parents take away ideas from 
things they have seen and try them again with their children at home. These 

sessions are nearly always very well attended with sometimes up to 
50 or more families joining in. With these numbers we'll soon be 

needing a bigger room!  
Thame Children’s Cinema  

Red Kite had been working in partnership with Becky Reid from 
Thame Town council to develop a children’s cinema. There 

have been 3 pilot screenings and attendance has grown at 
each event. Films enjoyed so far have included The Lion King 

and The Secret Life of Pets 2. On Sunday 29th of March we will 
be showing Frozen 2; initial sales suggest this may be a sell-out 

screening!  
Starting School 
The Family Centre works in close partnership with all the pre-school providers 
in the area. There has recently been a national focus on providing more 
support for young children as they shift from pre-school and nursery into full 
time school. Our staff team are running a special course during the spring to 
help parents with three and four year-olds get used to the expectations of 
school life. One activity involves the children getting used to seeing their name 
being used in places like coat pegs and locker trays. To help them with this they 
each prepared a pebble with their name on as shown here in the photo. 
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Regular ‘starting from a story’ sessions also help pre-school children get used to 
activities based on a familiar story book. This session is run monthly at one of our 
partner pre-schools.  
Growing Up Together 
After the successful inter-generational project with Thame and District Day Centre 
funded by the County Sheriff's Fund, we are delighted that Amy has been able to set 
up a new project based at Windmill Place, a sheltered housing development run by 
SOHA. The housing association have provided funding 
for 12 monthly morning activity sessions based at 

Windmill Place. These are designed for parents with young children to take 
part in activities together with some of the elderly residents. Three sessions 
have already taken place and the next one will be on the 25th of March when 
there will be an Easter egg hunt and Easter bonnet making. Do drop into 
Windmill Place between 10:15 and 11:30a.m. if you would like to see what 
they are doing. We are very grateful to SOHA for their generous funding of 
this project.  
Volunteers  
The Family Centre was represented at the recent volunteer fair held at 
Racquets Sports Club. Building our volunteer team has been one of the 
priorities of our development strategy for a sustainable future. We now have 
volunteers helping regularly at most of our weekly activities and also assisting with some administrative 
tasks. There are now 15 Volunteers in our team and we are hoping to expand further.  

Staff and Trustee changes  
After many year’s service to the Family Centre and former children’s centre, Sarah 
Bradford, our administrator, left us in October to take up a post as finance officer at a 
local school. Sarah played a vital role in the transition of our centre from a county run 
operation to a community charity run one and we are very grateful for her loyalty and 

hard work over many years. In November we welcomed Emma Spink as our new 
administrator. Everyone is enjoying getting to know her and we are grateful for the 
experience and fresh ideas that she brings to the role.  
We now have seven trustees with Rebecca Matthews our latest addition. Rebecca has 

a background in education and is also a mum with two young children. 
Family Centre Roadshow 
Since mentioning this in our first newsletter plans have 
moved forward for our Family Centre roadshow. We 
are very grateful to our two local South Oxfordshire 
District councillors David Bretherton and Kate Gregory 
for their award of a councillor community grant 
towards the running of this roadshow. With this 
funding we have been able to purchase an inflatable 
marquee and, as I write, we are kitting it out with the 
special equipment and play apparatus that we will use. 
The aim of the roadshow is to ensure that the Family 
Centre is engaged with every part of our community, 
especially the new housing developments around the town and also in Chinnor. We are planning to run 
one roadshow a month starting outside Thame Town Hall on Friday 24th of April. We have also agreed 
dates for a visit to the Old Kiln Lakes estate in Chinnor during May, the moats on Lea Park, Thame in June 
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and the Thame Park development area in July. Please keep an eye on our website for updates on these 
plans. If you are free you will be very welcome to drop into our marquee and see what we are doing.  
Autism Support Group in Chinnor 
Helen Burton writes: Staff at Chinnor Community Church and Red Kite Family Centre 
run a monthly Autism support group for parents and carers. It is a friendly and 
supportive group that gives families the opportunities to talk and share with other 
families.   
The group has received some funding from Chinnor Open Gardens, Chinnor Parish 
Council and Chinnor Community Church. This has allowed us to arrange social events 

for families to bring their children along too. The trips 
have included a session at the Chinnor community 
swimming pool. We also arranged a trip to Thomley 
Hall in February half-term which was attended by 14 
families and was a lot of fun. The group are also looking forward to an 
Autism friendly cinema session at the Thame Players Theatre in March.  
For more information please contact: familyworkerccc@gmail.com, or 
helen.burton@redkitefamilycentre.org  
 

Paying the bills! 
Thanks to very generous support from many in the local community, including a number of local 
businesses, we have been able to fund all our activities successfully during our first three years of 
operation. The situation now changes quite dramatically. Our transition funding from Oxfordshire County 
Council has finished as has the start-up funding from Sharing Life Trust. Thame Town Council have given a 
great vote of confidence to the Family Centre by agreeing to continue their funding for another year, for 
which we are very grateful. We are also really pleased that the chair of South Oxfordshire District Council, 
David Bretherton, has made us one of his nominated charities for this year. Please look out for a special 
community event in the town centre on the Mayday holiday Friday May 8th which he has organised to 
raise money for us. The trustees are working on a number of schemes to raise the number of community 
donations. We will be re-launching the Friends scheme again this spring in the hope of gaining many more 
members and also arranging other fundraising activities through the year. It costs about £1100 a week to 
run the Family Centre. That’s about £5 a family each week. 
Thank you so much for your continuing support and interest in this vital work for families with young 
children. The pressures of family life are rarely out of the news and we aim to be there for every family in 
our area for as long as we can. 
We’re going green! 
Two of our trustees are heading up a plan to ensure that we are doing our bit for the environment and 
addressing the climate emergency. We believe that the Family Centre should be at the forefront of this 
aspect of our lives. After all, we want there to be a viable and sustainable world for our children as they 
grow up. Much more on this in our next newsletter. 
Thanks for reading this one! 
Our very best wishes from the Trustees, Amy Spicer, Family Centre Leader, and all the staff team. 
 
 
 
 
 
Chair of Trustees 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


